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The owners of the surface, whether full owners or
tenants, can cultivate the land themselves ; this dis-
tinguishes them from absentee landlords. They also
can lease the land to others, or employ labourers to
work for them. The lessee who possesses the right
of using the land temporarily can also employ labourers.
In these cases, the person who owns the surface rightsf
may not be the actual cultivator of the land. Thus we
must distinguish between the actual cultivator, the
surface owners, and the owner of the subsoil. They
may be the same persons and they may be different
persons with reference to the same piece of land.

All of them have definite claims on the produce of
the land. The owner of the subsoil can demand rent
from the tenant. The surface owner can demand
rent from the lessee. The employee can, in return for
labour, obtain wage from the employer. The absentee
landlord, the lessor, the employee receive fixed shares
in terms of rent and wage irrespective of the actual
return from the land. Therefore the risk involved is
bom by the full-owner, the tenant, and the lessee.
The latter, except sometimes the employees, are also
the owners of the implements used in cultivation.
The following table summarizes these points.

3. FARM LABOURERS AND LAND  LEASING

Ownership of the land surface is always held by the
Chia group, which supplies male members to work on
the farm. But sometimes the group may not be able
to supply enough labour and the institution of farm
labourers comes into being. The persons thus intro-
duced are long-term employees. They live in the
house and are provided with food and shelter. They
are paid a yearly wage of eighty dollars with two